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Antarctica 

Emperor Penguin Quest 

Expedition to Snow Hill 

12th November to 25th November 2023 (14 days) 

 

Emperor Penguins with chicks by Dave Semler 

 

In 2004, Quark Expeditions made polar history when they conducted the first-ever ground visit to the remote 

emperor penguin colony near Snow Hill Island, Antarctica. Driven by a true expeditionary spirit - and guided by 

years of polar expertise – our team sailed past masses of dense ice and thick, tabular icebergs in the Weddell 

Sea to experience the legendary rookery, which now numbers 8,000 breeding pairs of Emperor Penguins. Today, 

it is one of the most exclusive wildlife viewing experiences on the planet. We invite you - almost two decades 

after our milestone visit of 2004, to embrace the thrill of the search as we once again set out to visit to the 

emperor penguins at Snow Hill Island. 

Experience a true polar quest as we journey on our new ship, Ultramarine, which is equipped with two twin-

engine helicopters that will fly guests to the vicinity of this rarely-visited rookery, whereupon they will walk 

across the thick sea ice to stand within meters of the most coveted penguin species on the planet. Anticipate 

scenes reminiscent of “March of the Penguins” and BBC’s “Frozen Planet.” Just imagine the penguins 

tobogganing across the ice towards the sea. Such wildlife moments are too precious for words! 

 

https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/
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Itinerary & Map 

Day 1 Arrival into Buenos Aires, Argentina 

Day 2 Flight to Ushuaia & embarkations 

Days 3 & 4 Crossing the Drake Passage 

Day 5 Navigating into the Weddell Sea 

Days 6 to 10 Weddell Sea and the Quest to land at Snow Hill 

Days 11 to 13 Cruising 

Day 14 Disembark in Ushuaia & flight to Buenos Aires 
 

 

 

https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/
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Birding sites in detail 

Drake Passage.  We’ll watch for seabirds and marine mammals from the bridge and the stern, where albatrosses 
and giant petrels should be following our ship. Spectacular Wandering Albatrosses should make their first 
appearances, along with Grey-headed and Black- browed Albatrosses, White-chinned Petrel, Great Shearwater 
and Slender-billed Prion. Wilson’s Storm Petrel is abundant, and we will scour the masses for the rarer Black-
bellied and Grey-backed Storm Petrels. While sorting out the Northern Giant Petrels from the Southern species, 
we will also become familiar with all the commoner petrels to notice any rarities that may appear. Dusky and 
the localised Peale’s Dolphin may put in an appearance, and if we are lucky, we might be treated to a sighting 
of the rare Dwarf Minke Whale.  
 
Weddell Sea & Quest to land at Snow Hill.  The journey toward 
Snow Hill Island will put you in explorer mode as the captain and 
Expedition Leader keep you updated through weather briefings, 
meteorological and sea ice condition reports. The thickness of ice 
will determine how close Ultramarine can get to Snow Hill Island, 
then our twin engine helicopters will take over. Like summitting a 
mountain from base camp, parties will set out from Ultramarine 
towards the Emperor Penguin colony. 
 
Their adventure begins with an extended helicopter transfer that 
will reveal a landscape of snow-capped peaks and apartment 
building-sized tabular icebergs. The rookery itself is located on 
the sea ice off the south coast of Snow Hill Island and the landing 
will be as close to the penguins as possible, yet at a safe distance 
to avoid disturbing the birds. Upon landing, your party will walk 
across the ice to the fabled colony. The wind. The ice beneath 
your feet. Walking next to paths in the snow carved by penguins 
that came before. And then there are the incredible sounds of the 

Zodiac cruising amongst icebergs. 

Antarctic Petrel by Dušan Brinkhuizen 

https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/


 

 

 

Rockjumper Birding Tours    Page | 4 
   

penguins in the distance as you march toward one of the rarest wildlife opportunities on the planet: the colony 
of thousands and thousands of rarely seen Emperor Penguins. 
 
The goal of the expedition is to get every guest to the remote rookery once. The Expedition Team and special 
experts will be close by to answer your questions and ensure you take in everything there is to see. You’ll 
observe close up how the Emperor Penguins behave as a tight-knit community, how they care for their young, 
and how they body surf across the ice in a way that can only be described as quirky yet efficient. 
 
The helicopter expedition in search of the Emperor Penguin Colony might just be the adventure of a lifetime! 
And while based on Ultramarine with your attentive Expedition 
Team, you’ll be immersed each day in the polar experience of 
the Weddell Sea.  
 
Daily activities will include Zodiac cruising among the icebergs, 
adventuring and learning while atop the ice, paddle-on top 
kayaking, or working with our team to observe the weather 
forecasting and ship operations up close. A particularly enriching 
component of your voyage will be the bespoke educational 
programs tailored specifically for this expedition that offer both 
traditional (lecture format) and hands on opportunities for 
learning about this fascinating region. Each day our polar 
experts, who include penguin scientists, biologists and polar 
historians, will present on various aspects of emperor penguins 
and their behaviours, ice formations such as the tabular icebergs 
which you’ll see from the deck of your ship, and the experiences 
of polar explorers who braved the Weddell Sea over a century 

Emperor Penguins by Nicky Souness 

Chinstrap Penguin by Adam Riley 

https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/
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ago. Or you might, on one of these days, decide to take the polar plunge, or test your balance on a stand-up 
paddleboard. Then again, maybe you’ll enjoy a little pampering. 
 
If so, you can choose from Ultramarine’s excellent onboard amenities, including the spa, sauna, and fitness 
room. The Emperor Penguin colony at Snow Hill is the goal of this expedition. However, if weather or ice 
conditions prevent us from visiting the colony or shorten the duration of our visit, we may explore some other 
sites. Your possible landings in Antarctica will take place on the eastern side of the Peninsula, which is an 
extension of the Transantarctic Mountains and is the most northern stretch of Antarctic land. 
 
Ultramarine was built for this type of expedition. 
This voyage leverages the best elements of Ultramarine’s unique design and extraordinary expedition-focused features. 
Our best-in-class H145 twin-engine helicopters are utilized for their added range and passenger capacity, allowing us to 
shuttle guests to the landing area in a short period of time. Our helicopters are equipped with noise reduction technology 
that minimizes impact on wildlife. Ultramarine’s 1A+ PC6 ice class allows her to navigate several kinds of Antarctic waters 
and ice conditions safely and confidently, allowing the ship to venture further into remote regions of the Antarctic. The 
water-level Zodiac hangars enable quick-deploy Zodiac cruising, allowing us to enrich the guest experience and make the 
most of our time in the Weddell Sea. 

 
 

Financial Arrangements and Important Notes 

Tour dates, prices, single supplement, approximate flight costs and tour spaces are displayed on our website. 

Tour inclusions: 

• Leadership throughout your voyage by our experienced Expedition Leaders, including shore landings and other 
activities 

• All Zodiac transfers and cruising as per the daily program 
• All shore landings as per the daily program 
• Shipboard accommodation with daily housekeeping 

Antarctic landscape from the Ultramarine 

https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/
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• All meals, snacks, soft drinks, and juices on board throughout your voyage (Please inform us of any dietary 
requirements as far in advance as possible. Unfortunately, the ships’ galleys cannot prepare kosher meals.) 

• Select beer and wine during dinner, and coffee, tea and cocoa available around the clock 
• Formal and informal presentations by our Expedition Team and guest speakers as scheduled 
• A photographic journal documenting the expedition 
• A pair of waterproof expedition boots on loan for landings and Zodiac cruising excursions 
• An official Quark Expeditions® parka to keep 
• Hair dryer and bathrobes in every cabin 
• All miscellaneous service taxes and port charges throughout the program 
• All luggage handling aboard the ship 
• Emergency Evacuation insurance for all passengers to a maximum benefit of USD $500,000 per person 
• One 10- to 15-minute helicopter flightseeing excursion (weather and logistics permitting) 

Tour exclusions: 

• Mandatory Transfer Package* 

• International airfare 

• Passport and applicable visa expenses 

• Government arrival and departure taxes not mentioned 

• Meals unless otherwise specified 

• Baggage, cancellation, interruption, and medical travel insurance—strongly recommended 

• Excess-baggage fees on international flights and domestic flights 

• Mandatory waterproof pants for Zodiac landing and cruising excursions, or any other gear not mentioned 

• Laundry, bar, spa services and other personal charges, unless specified 

• Phone and Internet charges (connectivity may vary by location) 

• Voluntary gratuity at the end of the voyage for expedition staff and shipboard crew 

• Additional overnight accommodation 

• Arrival and departure transfers, except where explicitly stated 

• Adventure Options not listed in Included Activities 

 
*MANDATORY TRANSFER PACKAGE INCLUDES:  

• One night's pre-expedition hotel accommodation in Buenos Aires with breakfast (Note: The number of guests per 
room is the same as cabin occupancy on the ship. Due to limited availability, travellers who reserve a suite on 
board are accommodated in standard rooms at the hotel. Triple rooms may not be available.) 

• Group flight departing from Buenos Aires’ domestic airport (Aeroparque/AEP) to Ushuaia, and returning to 
Buenos Aires’ international airport (Ezeiza/EZE) 

• Group transfer from hotel to airport in Buenos Aires 
• Group transfer from Ushuaia airport to the ship, and return (Note: Transfer on arrival in Buenos Aires from airport 

to hotel at the beginning of the journey is not included. Please make your way to the included hotel.) 
• Combined airport transfer and express bus tour of Tierra del Fuego National Park after disembarkation in Ushuaia 

INCLUDED ACTIVITIES: 
 
FLIGHTSEEING - While polar landscapes are spectacular from the sea, they are even more striking from the air. On board 

Ultramarine you will experience remarkable aerial perspectives on a 10-to 15-minute flightseeing excursion included in 

the cost of your voyage. 

ZODIAC CRUISING - Zodiacs - rugged inflatable watercraft - are the workhorses of polar expeditions, taking you to places 
the ships can’t access, allowing you to reach remote shorelines, explore shallow inlets and search for unique wildlife. 
Expedition staff make stepping in and out of them safe and comfortable, and your Zodiac drivers will provide active 
interpretation, making the landscape come even more alive. 

https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/
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HIKING - Hiking in Antarctica is free-form and supervised by our expert staff, who set out a perimeter or paths at each 
landing site within which you are free to explore. While you hike, staff will be available to enhance your experience by 
answering questions about the wildlife, history, and geography of the area. 
PRESENTATIONS - Enjoy daily chats with and presentations by our world-class onboard polar experts - expedition guides, 
specialists, photography guides and other special guests who will introduce you to the fascinating history, biology, 
ornithology, glaciology, and geology of the region, and much, much more.  
POLAR PLUNGE - This rite of passage, scheduled only once per expedition, gives you the chance to jump safely into the 
bracing Antarctic waters under the watchful eye of our staff - and just about every single camera on board! 
PHOTOGRAPHY - Documenting your voyage so you can take the memories home is a rewarding experience. Our 
photography guide will help you hone your skills to capture the beauty of the polar regions. More information about your 
Included Activities and Adventure Options, including the necessary experience, physical requirements and cost, is 
available by contacting your Polar Travel Adviser or travel professional. 
 
ADVENTURE OPTIONS: 
 
PADDLING EXCURSION - If you’re interested in kayaking but would like to try something a bit less demanding than Sea 
Kayaking, you’re the perfect candidate to sign up for a one-time paddle on our stable sit-ontop kayaks - perfect for anyone 
with minimal or no kayaking experience. Small groups of paddlers will be taken out on calm days, with our expert guides 
always present to provide instruction and help you connect with the polar sea. Pre-book into one of two priority groups. 
Any subsequent excursions can be booked on board, and groups will be assigned via a lottery. 
STAND-UP PADDLEBOARDING - Combining a surfboard with a kayak, stand-up paddleboarding will give you a very 
personal and unique perspective on Antarctica. Conducted in small groups - in calm bays and harbours, in good weather 
conditions - and accompanied by a safety Zodiac, one-time stand-up paddleboarding excursions can be pre-booked into 
one of two priority groups. Any subsequent excursions can be booked on board, and groups will be assigned via a lottery. 
 
PLEASE NOTE: Pre-booking is required for all paid activities. We recommend booking early, as spaces fill quickly. Please 
see your pre-departure guide for a list of provided gear for each Adventure Option. 
 
Single Supplement: The single supplement cost for this tour will be charged if you wish to have single accommodation. If 
RBL cannot provide you with a rooming partner for these nights although you choose to share, the single supplement will 
become applicable. We will make all reasonable efforts to ensure that a rooming partner is found if you do wish to share. 
 
Tipping: As noted above, gratuities (Expedition staff, crew, tour leaders) is not included on this tour. If you feel that they 

have given you excellent service, it is entirely appropriate to tip them at your discretion. 

• Costs are subject to unforeseen increases in tour-related costs and may have to be adjusted as a result. You will 
be notified by email if fuel surcharges, or other price adjustments need to be implemented. 

• We may be forced to change or alter the itinerary and / or the tour leaders at short, or no notice due to 
unforeseen circumstances; please be aware that we will attempt to adhere as close to the original program as 
possible. 

• Embracing the unexpected is part of the legacy - and excitement - of expedition travel. Throughout the voyage 
your Expedition Team must consider the sea, ice and weather to guide the route and itinerary details. This 
itinerary is a proposed outline of what you may experience on this voyage; please be aware that no specific 
itinerary can be guaranteed. Your visit to the remote emperor penguin colony at Snow Hill as described is 
expected, but not guaranteed. Your Expedition Team will use their considerable experience in Antarctica to 
ensure you witness various wildlife species and ice formations on route to Snow Hill Island. 

• In the unlikely event of serious illness or injury, the Expedition Leader may instruct the vessel to abort the cruise 
and return to port as soon as possible. Cruise logistics and safety decisions are out of Rockjumper’s hands and 
dependent upon the expertise of the Expedition Leader and crew. 
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Arrival and Departure Details 

ARRIVING IN BUENOS AIRES - Upon arrival in Buenos Aires, you will make your way to the included group hotel. A 
presentation room will be open from 12pm to 8pm for luggage weighing and tagging. A Quark Expeditions representative 
will be available to answer your questions and give information about the next day's flight and ship embarkation. After an 
early breakfast the following morning, your group will transfer to the airport and board our private charter flight to 
Ushuaia, Argentina, the southernmost city in the world. 
 
USHUAIA AND EMBARKATION - Upon arrival in Ushuaia (Day 2 of your itinerary), you will be transferred from the airport 
to have some free time to explore this quaint port town before making your own way to the meeting spot near the pier. 
We will transfer as a group to the ship for embarkation around 4pm. 
 
DISEMBARKATION IN USHUAIA - The ship is scheduled to arrive back at the pier in Ushuaia between 7am and 8am. After 
breakfast you will bid farewell to your Expedition Team before completing your disembarkation. This process takes 
approximately one hour. After disembarkation, the mandatory Buenos Aires hotel and transfer package includes a short 
tour of Tierra del Fuego National Park before transferring to the airport for our return charter flight to Buenos Aires.  
 
DEPARTING FROM BUENOS AIRES - Upon arrival in Buenos Aires, you may be able to connect directly with your homeward 
flight, as we will land at Ministro Pistarini International Airport (also known as Ezeiza International Airport, EZE) at 5pm. 
Please be sure to allow at least three hours between our charter arrival and your international departure, however we 
recommend that you do not book departing flights from the international airport before 9pm. 
 
If your plans will take you onward in South America, please check your flight schedule to confirm your connection before 
booking. Upon arrival in Buenos Aires, you may need to transfer from the international airport (EZE) to the domestic 
airport, Jorge Newbery (also known as Aeroparque, AEP), which is located about a one-hour drive away under normal 
traffic conditions. If you must transfer between airports on the final day of the voyage, you can choose to use the efficient 
airport shuttle service, Manuel Tienda León, or take a remis (a pre-paid taxi booked inside the airport). As traffic can add 
time to the commute, we recommend that you allow at least five hours between flights arriving and departing from the 
different airports in Buenos Aires to allow for transit, check-in, and security clearance. For the absolute safest travel plans, 
we recommend that you book an extra hotel night in Buenos Aires between flights. 
 
There is a strict luggage limit of 50 lbs (23kg) checked luggage and 17 lbs (8 kg) cabin baggage on the flights between 
Buenos Aires and Ushuaia. Should you have additional luggage, it can be stored at the hotel in Buenos Aires. There is 
NO option to pay for additional luggage. 
 
Included Hotel Accommodations - Your included accommodation begins on Day 1 of your itinerary. The specific hotel will 
be indicated on your final voyage confirmation. If you are arriving prior to Day 1 of your expedition or are staying after 
the disembarkation day and would like help booking a pre- or post-stay, please contact your preferred travel agent or 
Quark Expeditions for hotel options. As accommodation space is limited, you are encouraged to request any extra nights 
as early as possible.  
 
Arrival and departure transfers in Buenos Aires are not included. 
 
The above information in respect of arrivals and departures is a guide only. Precise arrival and departure information will 
be sent to you in your Tour Confirmation package once the tour has been officially confirmed. If you wish to arrive early 
and/or depart late and would like assistance in this regard, kindly contact the Rockjumper office. 
 
Visa requirements differ by country, nationality of the traveller and duration and purpose of your intended stay. It may 

be necessary to obtain a visa or an electronic travel authorization in advance of your travel. It is therefore vitally important 

that you check with your travel agent/consulate/embassy for exact visa requirements. The following website provides 

detailed information about visa eligibility and assistance with online applications options where viable: Visa HQ for Travel 

DO NOT book any flights until the Rockjumper Team have officially confirmed the tour. 

https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/
https://www.visahq.com/

